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SOME 


REFLECTIONS 


ON THE 


TRADE, 


| Barwasn 


GREAT Brian and SWEDEN. 


e HOUGH the Hiduſtryof aPeople, be 
=» the Foundation of Commerce, in any 
Country, yet, there are many other 
= concurrent Cauſes, neceſſary to car- 

* it to its higheſt Piteb, and make a Nation 
Y Aue ay” great: Among which none can 


be of more Importance in this grand Concern, 
' than the ſeaſonable Interpoſition of a Legi/ſa- 
ture. This is more eſpecially the Caſe, at a 
Time when all the neighbouring Powers, are 
ſo jealous of each other, more than ever atten- 
tive to their Jutereſts, and defirous by all pgſſible 

B Means 
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Means to advance the Trade of their reſpective 
Countries. For this Reaſon, as I have had 
the Opportunity of being acquainted with ſome 
Particulars, which are not generally known, 
or if known by ſome few, have been hitherto 
little attended to; I ſhall venture to give my 
Sentiments to the Publick, with Regard to a 
certain Branch of Commerce, which has been 
long carried on, moſt undeniably, to the Pre- 
judice of the Britiſh Nation : I mean.the Trade 
between us and Sweden. | 
Ihe chief Commodities of Sweden, are, Iron, 
Copper, Pitch, Tar, Maſts and Deals, Ge. 
of which Iron is the moſt valuable, as it is 
the pros we import from thence.” 
The whole Exports of Sweden are thought 
by the beſt of Judges, not to exceed the Value 
of Five hundred thouſand Pounds per Ann. of 
which at leaſt Three hundred. thouſand is 
thought to centre in Great Britain and Ireland; 
and to make this clear, I ſhall give a Specimen 
of their Exports for the Vear 17 50, as it was 
faithfully copied from the Cuſtom-houſe Books 
of Stockholm and Gottenburgb; for it is eaſy to 
form a Judgment of the whole Trade of Swe- 
den, from that of thoſe two Parts, as they are 
by far the moſt conſiderable. 
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_ An Account of Goods exported from 1 An. 17 50 OY 


| ding. & Pitch& Wire & : 
Do. De. Tar. [Braſs Brafs | os & Steel. 


| Dozen Barrel _ way 


| i6. 1B. 18 
London — * — — 30333. 5 
Briſtol — | 816— 25 — — — 0141 
Hull — 2274— 164 — — — 113 "4 
= Liverpool — + 87— 358 — — — 3260 6— 
Lynn Regis — 412— 661 2 — — 2641 18— 
Colcheſter— 61— 156 2105 3— 
Dublin — 126. — 19 19 19 4796 — 
Sundry Ports in 
England 2130 453 — 20 — 2 5190 11— 
Dito in 0 
* Scotland — 140— 16; — — 4287 10— 
Ditto in Ireland — 5 — — 30 — 8 4758 15— 

Total 0 G. Britain | 

and Ireland. — 3117— 9372 72 8 1 84815 17— 
= Holland . — 254—17719 — 464 18 6 25382 3— 
France _ 441—11862 —1 334 v5 6 1581 14— 
Spain and Portugal '13110— 1644 — 8 5 21725 g— 
A Italy and Turky 12— 60 — — 1409 9 
Lubeck and Denmark 114— 7893 — 111 10 12 8938 13— 
Pomerania and Holt. . 3054 — 1 6 17 18495 16— 
Livonia andCourland 19— 411 — 84 18 5 1952 6— 
Pruſſia and Dantzick 5— . b1— 50 — 10 10055 12 


Tyree. 


Total ro foreign r 


r 


* 


—_ 


N. B. 


make 


— 
— — — 


20 Lis Pounds make one Scol Pound, 20 Scol Peunds 
one Ship Pound. The Lis Pound is eight per Cent. leſs 


than our Pound averdupois. About 7 4 Ship Pound make a 
Tun of Iron. 


8) 1 
An Account of Goods exported from Gottenburg, An. 1 750, 
| : |>biphh. | Sk 4 Liſa ee eee Ky . Sh. | W | 
5 1 TY 54 15. | t.| . 
London | 19380| 12] 15 [Irvin 120 | — | — 
2 | 7 13096 1} 1s, — 1 18710 — ; 
eee | 
4 4 5 — 15 in England 1833 14 15 + 
Belfaſt | 1594] fis Ditto in 11 
Newcaſtle | 3612 154 10] Scotland. | 5669 710 
Glaſgow 1 2913] 11] 10 Ditto in r i 
Stockton | 3426] —| 6] Ireland. boo ]— |—| EZ 
Yarmouth 1472] 10|15] 1 
Lynn 1 46711011 — s _—_ — 
| Montroſe 200] —| — Total to G 
- wm 399 J *® [Britain and Eb 
| == "Ol 2] 50Ireland. 67196 01 
| Perth . 111 6. 5 — ws GT Eb; on 
l 5 * ht ST Amiterdam | 1633] 3 10 
Danbar 152] —=[| = 1 | "7 "3 5 
Elphingſtone 400 ] ——ICadiz 7 42 15 
Burrowſterneſs } 222 Pers e auf | y 1 1 
1 rente — 
TP * 7 4B Hamburg 2052| 2 |— 
Nair | | * Lisbon 2394105 
Pettenwheem 23e —| — | Nantes $001] — [= 
Dundalk 34} 13 = Eaſt Indies _ 10 f 
| | d of —1 — | Porto Port 911 nee 
11 treo =o * — |Sundry Port {| | 
F | Arth 1 15 —1— in France. 51113 Ty 
| Berwick T. K 
CC 
; 1 3 4. 18 | 0 + | 4 
Croſswick _ [| 5 — — reign Ports. | 1042010 | 16 
Harwich | 580 — 15 | 4 $380 
| 
| | 
N , 
8 
ll by | : Exports 
; N b 
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*; Exports from een continued. 

wi 
"| 

2 Ship b. Skol. Ib. Lis Ib. 

—[ 214 r 18.. -- ne Stel. 
15 7 * 97 er 1 Hoop Iron. 3 
1 159 n 

M 23716 Barrels of Pitch. 

— 1 345 Barrels of Tar. 


1 31974 Doz. of divers Sorts of Deals. 
7067 Don. of white: Deals. 
1 1310 Pieces of the beſt red Fir. 


13 = 


463 Doz. of Handſpikes. ; 

To "Eaſt India Goods to tho Value of 14336 80 

5 Dollars Silverment. 

5 
— N. B. A Dollar Silverment is worth about 
in 17d of Engliſh aa 
— | 
"y n this Account which, I venture to ſay, 


1 
**— 


* ee it a - that the'Goods" er- 
ported from .Sw (the Product of that, 

— Country) to Great Britaiw exceed the Ex- 

ports, to all the reſt of Europe. 

1 II ſhall now endeavour to ſhew the Reaſona- 
bdleneſs of a Law, to diſcourage the Importa- 

tion of Iron from Sweden, and to encourage it 

from our own Colonzes. 

It is manifeſt beyond Contradiction, that 

8 the Saving of three hundred thouſand Pounds 

Pier Ann. nay allow it to be only two hundred 


> thouſand Pounds, Would be of unſpeakable 
rts Benefit 
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Benefit to this Kingdom. This is perfectly 
agreeable to the Senſe of that auguſt Body, 
the Parliament of Great Britain, in the Pre- 
amble to the late Act to encourage the Im- 
portation of Iron from the-Britiſh Colonies in 
America; where it is declared, that, Whereas 
the Importation of Bar-Iron from his Majeſty's 
Colonies in America, into the Port of London, 
and the Importation of Pig-Iron from the faid 
Colonies, into any Part of Great Britain, and 
the Manufacture of ſuch Bar and Pig-Iron in 
Great Britain, will be of great Advantage not 
only to the ſaid Colonies, but alſo to this King- = 
dom, by furniſhing the Manufacturers of Iron, 
with a Supply of that uſeful and neceſſary Com- 
modity, and by Means thereof large Sums of 
Money now annually paid to foreigners, will 
be ſaved to this Kingdom, and a greater Quan- 
tity of the Yoolen, and other Manufactures of 
Great Britain will be exported to America in 
Exchange for. ſuch Iron ſo imported; Be it 
therefore enacted, Go. 

By this Act it is provided that Pig-Iron, 
made in the Britiſbh Colonies in America, may 
be imported into any Port of Great Britain, and 
Bar-Iron into the Port of London only, Duty 
free. $150. £8107} 
But with all humble Submiſſion to the great 
Council of the Nation, might it not be expe- 

dient to extend this Liberty already granted to 
the Port of London, a little farther, and allow 

SO. hs 1 Bar- 
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Bar-Iron to be imported into all the Ports of 
Great Britain upon the ſame Terms? And the 
Conſequences of ſuch a Regulation could 


not fail to be innumerable: For in my Opi- 
nion, it is not a Matter of Trade merely, though 
that be of high Importance, but of political 
= Intereſt, I mean, in the moſt extenſive Senſe 


of it, highly worthy the Attention of the Le- 


giſlature. 
It is without Queſtion a fundamental Maxim, 


in all Trade, confidered in a national Senſe, to 


F 


carry our own Manufactures to the higheſt 
Pitch of Perfection poſſible; and to take as 
little as we can from our Neighbours ; But 
if we ſhould be under a Neceſſity to admit a 
foreign Commodity, to import it rather from 
our Friends, than our Enemies. Now the Con- 
duct of the Swedzſbh Nation, has, for ſeveral 
Years paſt, with Regard to Great Britain, been 


| altogether anaccountable. For is it not aſto- 
2 niſhing that notwithſtanding the prodigious 


Conſumption of the Swediſh Commodities here, 


they have ſtrictly prohibited moſt of our Ma- 


nufactures, particularly our Chth, which they 


1 can z// want, all Sorts of Utenfils in Braſs and 
Iron (though great Part of the Materials were 


> originally purchaſed from themſelves) and all 
- Sorts of Toys, Watches, &c. in which our 
Artiſans are allowed to excel thoſe of all Eu- 
rope : All wearing Apparel, Furniture, Glaſs, 
Sc. and in ſhort almoſt every thing except 

| Leather, 
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Leather, of which they have lately taken pains 
to eſtabliſh a Manufacture at Home, and. for 
that Purpoſe have employed ſome Natives of 
their own, to pry. into the Myſtery of Tan- 
ning here in England, and to ſollicit ſome Per- 
ſons ſkilled in that Buſineſs from hence ? 

From a Notion, though a falſe one, that 
their Iron is an Article abſolutely neceſſary for 
us,. they have not only raiſed the Price of it 
near one third, in the Compaſs of a few Years, 


but even the Government has laid a Duty upon 


it when exported, in order to make it dearer 
to us, and have likewiſe laid high Duties on 
Proviſions imported from us, though neceſſary 
for their own Subſiſtence. 5 

From what I have already obſerved it plainly 
appears, that the Swedes ought to encourage a 
free Trade, and cultivate a good Underſtand- 
ing and Harmony with Great Britain, in pre- 
ference ,to all other Nations under Heaven ; 


and indeed they have every Motive, both of 


Honour and Intereſt, as well as Gratitude, t6 
engage them to it: and yet it is certain they 
have a fixed Hatred, a natural, or rather an- 
natural and hereditary Averſion to us, and this 
Diſpoſition is general, as any one who has 
reſided any Time in that Country, nay even 
travelled through it, may eaſily judge of. 
In the Year 1723, when the all-conquering 
Arms of Ruffa, had ſtruck Terror through all 
the Provinces of Sweden, had already conquered 
3 Finland, 


„„ > kk oe Oh Som. 
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Finland, and were preparing to croſs the 
Bothnick Gulph with an irreſiſtible Force, to 
ſeize their Capital, which might probably have 
ended with the Conqueſt of their whole Coun- 
try, and entire Ruin of that Nation; then did 
the Court of Great Britain interfere in a friendly 
Manner, and by ſending a very reſpectable 
Fleet into the Baltic put a ſpeedy Period to 
the unequal War. If the ſaving of a Nation 
does not deſerve a grateful Return, I am at a 

Loſs to know what does. | 
Afterwards in the Year 1741, when they 
engaged in a War with the aforementioned 
Power, contfary to the Faith of Treatzes, with- 
out the leaſt Shadow of Reafon, and contrary 
to common Senſe ; when the Event was ſuch 
as all the World expected and thought they 
deſerved, too ſhameful for them to mention! 
They again applied to his moſt gracious Ma- 
jeſty King George, to uſe his well-known Inte- 
reſt with the Court of Petersburg, to fave them 
from impending Ruin with the deſired Effect. 
How they have behaved /ince, is no Secret, 
EN in the Year 1745, when four or five 
hundred Youths, many of them, of the bf 
Families in Sweden, enliſted themſelves: in the 
Service of a Popiſb Pretender, and only waited 
for a favourable Vind to carry them to the 
North of Scotland, where they were deſigned to 
act as Officers in the Rebel Army: Concerning 
which, I have nothing more to remark, than, 
| 8 that 
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that ſurely, it deſerves--- it ought to be re- | 


ſented. | 
Notwithſtanding, I am firmly perſuaded, 
the Britiſb Nation is yet able to make their 


own Terms with Sweden, and by a proper Uſe 
of their Power, (in ſpite of all the Artifices of | 
France, to which they have meanly /c/d them- 


ſelves) bring them to a Neceſſity of ſuing for 
Terms of Commerce, with more Humility than 
they have already done for Terms of Peace. 
And this may be effected by a Prohibition of 
their Iron. I do not mean an abſolute Pro- 
hibition, at leaſt till we could be effectually 
ſupplied from our own Plantations : But if, 
ſuppoſe, a ſmall Quantity was allowed to be 
imported, and a conſiderable Duty laid even 
upon this, and if the additional Duty on the 
Swediſh Iron was given as a Bounty to that im- 
ported from our American Colonies, the good 
Conſequences would ſoon be ſeen, by enabling 
his Majeſty's Subjects, perhaps in a few Years, 
to import Iron enough to ſupply the Nation; 


and of Courſe reduce the haughty Se des, to our 


own Terms, both in Trade and Politicks. 
Here---I cannot but obſerve that as it is of 
high Conſequence, to Great Britain, to hum- 
ble Sweden, it is certainly of Importance to 
. cultivate an.entire Friendſhip with the Danes, 


who have a great Affection forthe Engliſb; and 


without Doubt as Sweden is in a decaying 
State, ſo Denmark is improving, eſpecially in 
Trade 
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Trade and maritime Power; and indeed no 
wonder fince they are uncommonly happy in 


a King who is truly the Father of his Coun- 
try, has all the excellent Qualities of the Head 
and Heart united, makes the true Intereſt of 
his People his chief Study, and does his utmoſt 
to promote it, rejoices in their Proſperity and 
always ſhares their Griefs ; and who---as I am 
well informed, has a particular Regard for 
our Nation, and not without Reaſon, fince to 
it, he owed the Poſſeſſion of his late Queen 
a Princeſs of the firſt Character in Europe 
who was not only admired, but almoſt adored 
by all the Subjects of that Crown, and whoſe 
unexpected Death, muſt affect with real Grief 
not only all the Well-wiſhers of the Daniſh 
Nation, but every one, who has any Senſe of 
true Dignity or Love of Virtue. This I cannot 


help ſaying, not ſo much out of Gratitude for 


the Civilities ſhewn to me at the Court of 
Denmark, as from a real Conviction of the 
Tan: 

This Prince ſeldom maintains leſs even in 
times of Peace, than forty five or fifty thou- 
ſand effective Men by Land, and can always 
in a few Weeks equip a Fleet of twenty or 
twenty five Ships of the Line, well mann'd and 
victualled, &c. This or a greater Number is 
ſeldom wanting in the Port of Copenhagen only. 
Hiſce ocults vidi. 

C 2 Their 


( 16) 

Their Ammunition and Stores are always | 
ready, and their Men are regiſtered and at 
Call, and as I am well informed their Or- 
der and OEconomy in the Management of 
their whole Navy, is truly admirable, and 
worthy the Imitation of a more powerful Na- 


Hon. | 


But, to proceed.with my former Argument. 
I am «well aware that many Objections have 
been ſtarted againſt the Scheme I propoſe, for 
the Encouragement of the Britiſbd, American 
Tron, The firſt is, that ſhould this take effect, 
it would be a Prejudice to the Land Owner, 
by reducing the Price of Word, and conſe- 
quently that many Gentlemen who have plant- 
ed Woods and have erected Forges upon their 
Eſtates for the melting of Pig Iron, would be 
conſiderable Sufferers. I grant this may in 
Part be true, but not of ſuch Importance as 
to be a national Concern ; and if the old Max- 
im, © Salus Populi, ſuprema Lex” be good, this 
Argument ſhould have no Weight: For cer- 
tainly, the private Gain of Individuals, can 
never come in Competition, under ſo juſt an 
Adminiſtration as ours with the Welfare of the 
Publick. And as the Wood chiefly uſed for 
this Purpoſe, eſpecially in the North of Eng- 
land, is Oak, which is likely by its Scarcity, 
to become every Day more valuable, it deep- 
ly concerns the preſent Age, to be very pro- 
vident of that moſt valuable Timber, which 


— 
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has enabled us to fit out Fleets of ſuch mighty 
Power, and on which, ſome time or e 
the Fate of this Nation, (God knows how 
ſoon) may perhaps depend: Inſtead of cutting 
down all before us, for the Sake of a feww Bars 
of Iron, when we may be better ſupplied, and 
at leſs Expence from our Colonies, we ſhould 
rejoice at any Expedient for preſerving this 
precious Store. It was diverting enough, when 
the Bill for the Encouragement of the American 
Iron was depending, to obſerve a certain Order 
of Men called Tanners, ſo extremely zealous 
for the Good of the Nation ; but I believe the 
true Reaſon why they oppoſed it, was becauſe, 
if leſs Wood was cut, Bark would be dearer ; 
at preſent, I grant it, but is Futurity out of 
the Queſtion? And is there not ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to preſerve our Oak and our Bark too ? In- 
deed I am fully perſuaded that if ſome Re- 
ſtraint was laid on the Exportation of Briti 
Bark to foreign Countries, it would be of emi- 
nent Service to that Branch of Buſineſs. 
Another Objection, and which at firſt Sight 
may ſeem 'more material than the former, is, 
that ſhould the Importation of Iron from his 
Majeſty's Colonies, ſucceed as might be ex- 
pected, it would occaſion a vaſt Increaſe of Peo- 
ple and Wealth, and conſequently of Power in 
thoſe Countries that in Time they might be- 
come Rzvals to their Mother Country, pre- 
judice her Intereſts, and become at laſt inde- 


pendent 


_— — — 
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pendent of her. But however plauſible this 
Objection may appear, there can be no juſt 
Foundation for it, fince as things are now cir- 
cumſtanced, this never can be the Caſe; for 
it will be always in our Power to ſubject them 
by our Fleets, and ſtill more by refuſing them 
Supplies of many of the Neceſſaries of Life; 
and even in this very Inſtance, it will prove a 
ſufficient Check upon them, to forbid them 
the Manufacture of their own Iron, any far- 
ther than making it into Bars and fit for Uſe, 
and oblige them to receive from us, all their 
Arms, Inſtruments of Huſbandry, and the 
common Utenſils of Life. Nay it is plain to 
a Demonſtration, that this very Favour, if 
conceded, will unite them to us more cloſely than 
ever, as it will be more heir Intereſt. 


And certainly the preſent State of Affairs in 


Europe, as well as in America, may juſtly claim 


from a Britiſh Legiſlature, a due Attention to 
the Intereſts of his Majeſty's Colonies, and en- 
gage them by all proper, nay all poſſible Means, 
to improve the va Advantages which may 
be reaped from them; more eſpecially. at a 
Time when France, that artful, induſtrious and 
enterprizing Nation, far beyond the Example 
of former Ages, is making large Strides towards 
univerſal Trade, as they have often done to- | 


wards univerſal Monarchy; and are now un- 


commonly active to ſtrengthen themſelves on | 
the vaſt Continent of America, where they have | 
- already 
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already got beyond us, and may in a great Mea- 


ſure hinder us from extending ourſelves through 
thoſe wide Tracts; wiſely judging, that the 
American Trade is, and will be, the chief 
Support of their great and grow!ng Power. 
This is abundantly confirmed by all the late 
Advices from that Part of the World. A moſt 
affecting and indeed alarming Confideration to 
every Proteſtant Briton ! 

Now that I am upon this Subject, I can- 
not help taking Notice of ſome Abuſes in 
Trade that have fallen within my Obſervation, 
and particularly with Regard to ſmuggling, 
which though it be a beaten Topic of Dil- 
courſe, and it 1s well known, very ſevere Laws 
are enacted againſt it, I am perſuaded is not fo 
generally underſtood nor believed to be of 
ſuch pernicious Conſequence as it really is. 

A Merchant of very extenſive Knowledge 
in Buſineſs, in Flanders, told me, that imme- 
diately upon the Commencement of the laſt 
Peace, Veſſels were fitted out for the Purpoſe 


of ſmuggling, at every Port upon the oppoſite 
_ Continent from Bologne to the Elb; perhaps 


he might have taken in a larger Compaſs, and 


have ſaid with ſome Appearance of Truth, from 


St. Sebaſtian's to North Bergen. When I came 
from Calais to Dover in the Year 1751, I 
happened to ſtep i into the Cabbin, as the Vel- 
ſel was coming out of the Harbour, when all 
Hands were at work above, and it being fine 

Weather, 
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| Weather, the Paſſengers likewiſe on Deck; 


when to my great Surpriſe, I caſt my Eyes 


upon fifty or ſixty Pounds of Tea, which they 


had not had Time to ſecrete; I examined a. 
Paper or two, and found it to be Green of a 

Sort. Four other Veſſels failed with 
Paſſengers at the fame Time; now if thoſe had 
as much as the fenen ge. Which I will 
charitably ſuppoſe, how much Tea may be 
clandeſtinely brought in by this Means only? 
and if ſo, what an immenſe Quantity may we 
believe to come from all the different ; Fat 
above hinted at? Nay there is ſo general a Diſ- 
poſition in our Sailors to ſmuggle, that I will 
venture to affirm there is ſcarce a Ship freighted 
from this Iſland to any foreign Port, where 
Eaſt India Goods are to = purchaſed, that does 
not bring a conſiderable Quantity; and thus 
the French, the Dutch, the Dane, and the 
Pruſſian too, reap the Advantage upon thoſe 
expenſive Articles, which our Fellow-ſubjects 
ſhould reap, and by this Means, we encourage 
the Trade and 3 the Fleets of Foreigners, 
ſome of them our greateſt Enemies. For the 
original Prices of theſe Things in the Indies is 
but a Trifle in 
at our European Marks.': And 1 4.5 it 
will be found true, that the ſmuggling of one 
Pound of Tea, or one ſet of China-ware, ſhall 
carry more Money out of the Nation, 2 


on of what they yield 
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Tix Pounds of Tea, or fix Sets of China-ware, 
urchaſed in a regular Way. 
In North-Britain they have found out of i: 
late, a new Way of introducing Teas, which 
believe has LE ſcarce ſo 3 as thought of, 
nleſs by the Perſons immediately an ne 
For Inſtance, a large Parcel of Tea, ſuppoſe 
1000 tb, of a low Price, perhaps at 25. per i, 
ſhall be privately imported from Mzdgleburgh, 
Fluſhing, or ſome other Town in Holland or 
Zealand, the Owner of the Tea informs the 
pro r Officer, by which means he is entitled 
7 the Value; at a publick Sale, he buys 
8 whole, and gets a Permit for ſuch a Parcel 
of Tea, then replaces this bad Tea, with a 
ne Sort which has been likewiſe ſmuggled 
from Gottenburgh or ſome other Port. B 
this Permit he ſends it to England, and 
poſes of the reſt, as he can, in the adjacent 
Country. 

There are ſeveral other Inſtances of an ir- 
regular Trade in the North, to take no Notice 
of the Buſineſs of French Wines and Tobacco, 
which have been long brought into South-Bri- 
tain, without Duty. I do not mention this 
out of any Pique or Prejudice againſt the In- 
habitants of that Part of the Nation; it is 
chiefly owing to the Nature and Situation of 
their Country, which affords far greater Oppor- 
tunities of clandeſtine Trade, than perhaps any 
other i in the World, my have ſuch a pro- 

D digious 
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digious Number of Rivers, Bays, Creeks, Friths, 
and ſmall Ports, to take no Notice of their in N 
land Lakes, which afford an eaſy Conveyance 
for many Sorts of Goods, to diſtant unfre 
quented Places, very fit for Concealment; andi to 
Officers cannot be placed every where, andſto 
conſequently it may not be in the Power off. 
any Government, entirely to prevent it. Ihe 

In ſhort this illicit Practice is big with at << 
Variety of Miſchiefs, too many for me at this 
Time to enumerate: Above all that which is 
carried on between us and France, has a Ten- 
dency to a/:enate the Affections of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, make the Parties concerned contract 
an Averſion to their native Country, and alik- 
ing to the Manners and Faſhions and Perſons 
of the French, till by this means the Way is 
paved to what they 'have been fo long aiming 
at, but I chufe not to mention. J 
I have only one thing more to obſerve, 
which though not properly belonging to the 
Subject I have been treating of, yet has a nearer 
| Relation in its Conſequences than may be at 
firſt thought of, I mean with Regard to the 
fenſible Decreaſe of our People. And here I 
cannot help lamenting the unhappy Fate of a 
late Bill, brought into Parliament, which had | 
it paſſed into a Law, in my humble Opinion, 


would have had the moſt ſalurary Effects upon 


the Trade, the Manufactures, the Agriculture, 
and the general Strength and Power of the 
$ a > SS Nati on ; 


were hea 


and Country 
like ours, 2 — lawful Marriage is perhaps 


ſin 

"lates can be deviſed, ſo natural, fo eaſy and 
effectual as this, to bring over great Numbers 
v of. foreign Proteſtants to ſettle with us; who 
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Nation; 1 mean the Bill for the Naruralſ au- 
tion of foreign Proteſtants. 


I happened, when the Bill was depending, 


to be in a foreign Country; and it was eaſy 
to obſerve, that all the Friends of Great Britain, 
rty for it; whereas the French, our 
hereditary Enemies, and the ſelfiſh Dutch, out 
conſtant Rivals in Trade, were warm Partiſans 
againſt it, and propertionably rejviced in its 
Miſcarriage, 

Exclufive Privileges have been ſeldom found 
to be of any real Service; they only enable a 
fei Individuals; and thoſe perhaps not the 
moſt worthy, to live at their Eaſe, out of the 
Labours of = many. Nor can I ſee the Rea- 
ſon why a Man born out of the Liberties of 
London, or the Gates of York or Briſtol, ſhould 
not be allowed to get his Bread in thoſe re- 
ſpective Cities, if he deſerves it by his Ingenu= 
ity, or his Induſtry. 
Alfter a long Var wherein we have loſt great 
Numbers of our able/f Hands; and in an Age 
of Wealth and boundleſs Luxury 


diſcouraged, or at leaſt rendered difficult from 
the great Expences occaſioned by it, conſe- 
quently where the ordinary Methods of rai- 

Recruits for the Publicł Service fail; what 


D 2 


will 
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will always be ſtaunch Friends to that Go- 
vernment, that has provided better for them, 
than their native Country could do; and pro- 
tects them in all their civil Rights and Privi- 
leges in a more ample Senſe, than they have 
heretofore known ? Beſides, People in their 
_ Circumſtances will be under a Neceflity of 
behaving ell, and of diſtinguiſhing them- 
ſelves, that they may be able in any De- 
goo to vie with our own Natives, who muſt 
ve a great Advantage over Strangers, and | 
who will certainly on this Occaſion exert them 
ſelves and do their utmoſt (to uſe their own | 
Phraſe) to hinder Foreigners from eating their 
Bread. I would only aſk, are not Mankind, 
all, Brethren? And what is it to the Publick, 
who does the Work, provided the work be 
done? For my Part, I think it much more 
- Eligible, to encourage an honeſt, ingenious, 
induſtrious Foreigner, than a knaviſh, ignorant, 
| or idle Name. There is no intrinſick Me- 
| rit in being born in any Country, but if a Man, 
x by his honeft Labour, contributes his Share to 
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the Welfare of a Nation, he has a Claim in 

3 Proportion from it. 9 | 179 

| Maoſt ſerious Thinkers, and ſuch as are the 
beſt verſed in political Arithmetick, ate of Opi- | 
nion, that the Numbers of our People are far 

| from increaſing. Fhis is demonſtrable by the 
great Want of Hands, which is perhaps, more 

R © ſenſibly 


Lym 4 


3 exorbitant; ' 
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ſenſibly felt in the Scene, th in 


the Capital itſelf: But eſpecially in thoſe 
Places that are employed in Tillagez the 
Wages of Servants of both Sexes are 'becomme 
inſomuch that I have heard 
many judicious Farmers and Coutity- Gen- 
tlemen ſay, that were it hot for the great Sup- 
plies of labouring People, we annually re- 
ceive from Scotland and Ireland, we ſhould not 
have Hands in England, — to reap our 
Harveſt. 

Nay even in 3 elf it has of late been 
clearly proved, by ſome very ingenious Gen- 
tlemen, Members of the Royal Society; that 
there is a ſenſible Decreaſe of People, no 
leſs than an hundred and twenty "thorknd 
within the Bulls, of Mortality, fines the Year 
1742. 


It was the 4 Practice of the Grecian 


State, whenever their Country was diſpeopled 
by War or Famine, - or any; other Calamity, 
to have Recourſe to extraordinary Methods to 
repleniſh it: It was the well-known Maxim of 
the Romans; and even the modern French by 
their late Encouragement. of Marriage, and 
ſome other Laws of that Kind, ſeem to be 
ſenſible of what high Conſequence it is, to fill 


a Nation, with a Race of honeſt, healthy and 
it laborious People. 


Upon 
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Upon the whole, I am confident, that un- 
der the Direction of Divine Providence, and 
our preſent auſpicious Government, notwith- 
ſtanding the great Load of Debts, Great Bri- 
tain may yet, if we are not wanting to our 
ſelves, Ait up its Head, and become not 
only the Envy, as it is, but the Glory of all 
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ERRATUM. 


P. 8. After Total to G. Britain and Ireland 67195 add 10 
in the fecond Column of Figures, 


